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Our First  
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Dear parishioners and friends of St. Joseph’s, 
 
September brings renewed life as schools open again and life takes an autumnal turn....Finally, cooler 
days and nights....though days shorten and nights are longer...another dimension of life invites us again 
to cherish all that we are and have.... 
 
Recently a friend shared a poster which read:  'MY PARENTS SPANKED ME AS A CHILD....AS A RESULT, 
I NOW SUFFER FROM A PSYCHOLOGICAL CONDITION KNOWN AS: "RESPECT OTHERS"' Of course 
we laughed, thinking if that were today..the police would be called in... 
Yet, did it take being disciplined, such as this poster indicated, to get us to respect one another?  When 
being "politically correct" was in vogue...perhaps there were good old-fashioned manners built into it. But 
now that mostly all filters are gone....we sometimes live from the undisciplined side of life and 
can easily become enemies over minor matters. 
 
What does the "Command of the Lord:: Love one another as I have loved you" mean.  It is certainly a call 
to be reflective and to look into our actions, but especially our reactions....What happens when someone 
shortchanges us, or pulls out in front of us...or even takes the parking space we were waiting for? 
These are all reactions....and depending on our blood pressure and mood....we can become pretty nas-
ty.....or let it go...and be civil about it. 
 
Years ago, I taught in a Catholic High School and I found the kids to be very pleasant and easy to work 
with...In those days...even in that Catholic school, there was a drug problem....and we as faculty and staff 
had to deal with it... I discovered that for the most part, the kids treated me as I treated them.  
Pretty much operative as the Golden Rule (from gospel of Matthew ch 7,vs7-11), our kids seemed to react 
as they were treated... 
 
Then Jesus invites to go beyond our natural reactions and responses to a supernatural way of living.  That 
is why it is so important to be reminded constantly of God's message.....and how to live it.... 
 
Someone once said:: "To err is human; to forgive divine."  With God's grace we can do it... 
 
On another note...I cannot believe that I will be celebrating 60 years of ordination to the Priesthood this 
December.  It just doesn't seem possible,,,yet, I come to the realization that "I am Old!" But, as the scrip-
ture says, "the age that is honorable does not come with the passing of years!" (Wisdom 4:*) 
I'll take that I, am indeed most grateful to our Creator for the many gifts given me...It is my constant 
hope that I may always share God's gifts to help us all become closer to Him 
 
Father Simeon returns in November...for a parish Mission...Keep the date in mind:: week of Nov 12-
17th.  He recently completed giving a retreat to all of the Bishops of New England. 
 
Continued to prayers for our continued growth in the Lord....May God's blessings abound on us 
all...always.... 
 
Peace..and Joy and Love in the Lord 
Fr. Robert Grattaroti 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Fr. Bob’s 60th Anniversary Celebration 

Saturday, December 10th at 7pm 
Sunday, December 11th following the 10am Mass 



THE WORLD IS A STAGE 
 

While assigned to a convent in New York, a little over an hour above 
NYC, we had the opportunity to see “The King and I” on Broadway. As 

luck would have it, one of our residents at the nursing home had a daughter 
who was involved in costumes for the show. She took us behind the scene 

before the show to the area where all the children were getting ready. There 
was all this laughing and chattering going on as they got ready to perform 

while getting their makeup and costumes on. 
We passed by Yul Brynner’s dressing room and were told that before a 

show he was very superstitious and no one was allowed to whistle outside 
his dressing room (no, I didn’t try it). A lady was walking her dog in the 

hallway and stopped to talk to us; and then it was time for the show to begin. 
The curtain went up and there she stood—Constance Tower, the second star 

of the show and the lady we had met backstage, unbeknownst to us. You 
have to remember we were a few naïve nuns who didn’t get out very much. 

We had quite a laugh about it though. 
As I think back now it reminded me of how we are all called upon to take 

a role in our lives. Not everyone will be a star. But our producer/director up 
above has chosen a role for each of us. How we perform it is up to us. 

Looking back at that musical production.  There were hundreds of people 
involved. Many people used their talents and contributed to a wonderful 

outcome. There were many people behind the scene making costumes, 
designing and building sets, writing and playing music, advertising, etc. 

Each had an important part to play; and though the stars on stage received 
the applause nothing could have happened without the background workers. 

We are called upon to be those workers each and every day.  To do our job 
the best we can and to help each other achieve their goal. As Christians this 

                     includes sharing our faith, following the precepts God and             
His church have given us and contributing to the good of others. Our   
role is to lead by good example, especially to our children, and to pray 

for one another. You are truly blessed when someone remembers you in 
prayer. An important part of our role is our attendance at church and to 

continue to learn about the many aspects of our religion. 
A song from the musical was called “Getting to Know You”. Look up 

the words and see how they fit in to your role in this life—the one God 
has chosen for you. We can all enjoy the applause together and enjoy the 
final outcome knowing that God is watching and enjoying the show as 

well. 
Take Care and God Bless. 

Sister Agnes Patricia 
Carmelite Sisters of the Eucharist 



Good Stewardship 
Having Health Habits 

 
Stewardship is a process that needs to be nurtured in Life.  

In order to develop our stewardship skills, we need to start by asking ourselves a few 
important questions.  

How does your prayer life today compare with your prayer life then? 
How about your giving? Have both the amount and the joy increased? 

How about your Church life? Can you tell you have grown in Faith, Love and Joy? 
How about your bible reading and study? Are you learning about him who bled and 

died to save you? 
In Ephesians we read: “We will, in all things grow up into Him who is the Head, 

that is, Jesus Christ.”  
Growth is the goal of all Christians. Maturity is mandatory. If a child ceased to 

develop, the parents would naturally be concerned. Doctors would be called and tests 
would be taken. When a child stops growing, something is definitely wrong. 

When a Christian stops growing, then help is needed. If you are the same Christian 
you were a few months ago, be very careful. Not about your body, but rather about 

your heart. Not a physical check-up, a Spiritual check-up. 
At the risk of sounding like a preacher, which I am, I would still like to make a 

suggestion. Step back and take a serious look at your habits. 
There are a lot of bad habits in the world, but there are many good habits also. I 

would like to suggest four habits you will find in the bible. Try and make these four 
habits regular activities in your daily life and see what happens.  

First, the habit of prayer: “Base your happiness on your hope in Christ. When 
trials come endure them patiently; steadfastly maintaining the habit of prayer.” 

Would you like to know how to deepen your prayer life? Then just pray.  
Do not just prepare to pray, don’t read about prayer, don’t attend a lecture on prayer. 

Just Pray, and pray every day.  
The Second Habit is study: “If you want to do something well, then make it a habit 

to study the subject matter you long to master. Make the habit of studying the 
scripture a daily habit. In doing so, you will grow in the love and knowledge of 

the Lord.” 
Third, the habit of giving: “On the Lord’s Day,” each one of us should put aside 

something from what you have earned during the week, and use it for this offering. 
The amount you give will depend on how much the Lord has helped you earn during 

the week. (I Cor. 16:2) You don’t give for God’s sake, you give for your sake. “The 
purpose of tithing is to teach you to always put God first in your lives.”  (Deut. 

14:23) 
The Fourth Habit, and last of all, Fellowship: Let’s always remember the habit of 

taking the time to meet and greet and be together. Let us always nurture the habit of 
loving and nurturing one another in our faith. At some point in our lives we all need 
support. We all need what the bible calls fellowship. We need each other desperately 
and we need that every week. It is called love of neighbor and it all comes from God.  
There they are. Four habits worth having. Isn’t it great to know some habit are really 

good for you? Make them a part of your everyday life, and grow.  
 

Stewardship is the Christian way of Life. 
Many hands make the Burden light.  

 
Deacon Steve  



Shining Light 
 

This month’s Shining Light is Bob Thompson.  Bob grew up in 
Adrian Michigan.  He has been living in Charlton for 7 years now 
with his wonderful wife, Vicki.  Together they have two children, 

Erin and Eric.  Before moving to Charlton, Bob emailed the 
Knights of Columbus council in the area looking for a good 

council and parish.  He received a response from Paul Faford 
embellishing our parish here at St. Joseph Church in 

Charlton.  Bob couldn’t believe what he heard about the Parish 
and the Knights of Columbus Council. 

When we asked Bob what he likes most about St. Joseph’s 
Church he said that he has never seen a Church so 

generous.  Here in our parish Bob is very involved with the 
Knights of Columbus acting as the treasure as well as being an 

active member.  He is also a minister of Holy Communion, an Acolyte, an usher at Mass,  
helps on the altar at funerals and will volunteer for almost anything. 

When not at Church Bob enjoys his woodworking shop and his motorcycle.  Vicki enjoys their time at 
the Senior Center playing pool, sowing and other activities.  Every month we ask the Shining Light to 

give us their best advice for the parishioners of St. Joseph.  Bob Said, “Stay involved with helping 
people.”  Good sound advice we should all take to heart. 

 
 

  
  
  

**New** First Sunday of the month beginning October 2nd @ 6:30pm  
(new location) Sacred Heart-St. Catherine of Sweden Parish Hall 

 596 Cambridge St. Worcester 
  

U P C O M I N G  W E E K E N D S   
 For Women…  October 6-9, 2022                April 27-30, 2023 
 For Men…            November 11-14, 2022      June 8-11, 2023 



 
 
 

 
“What are You Looking For?” 

 
We are excited to welcome back Fr. Simeon Gallagher, OFMCap for our Parish 
mission. Fr. Simeon is Director of the Preaching Ministry Office of the Mid-

America Province of the Capuchin Order. 
He travels all around the world sharing God’s word. 

 
He will celebrate Mass with us on November 12th & 13th 

 
We invite you to join us for his wonderful reflections 

“What Are You Looking For?” 
 

The Mission will run from November 14th—17th  
The Mission mornings will take place after daily 8:30am Mass  

The Mission evenings will take place from 7-8:30pm. 
 

 
 
 
 
• B 
We are a ministry that seeks to challenge, prepare and motivate adults of faith, to give expression to 
the relationship to Jesus Christ in action for the mission of evangelization. 
If you are wanting, thirsting, questioning, seeking greater faith or understanding of our Catholic Faith... 
come and see what we have to offer!  If you are burning with the desire to spread the message of 
faith, inspire or engage... come join our ministry! 
If you have an idea to enhance Adult Faith Formation in the Parish we'd love to hear about it!! 
Contact: Susan Montville 508-735-3269 
 

Coming Events 
• Bible Study resumes beginning Monday, September 12th 6:30-7:30 in the  

St. Katherine’s Room on the second floor, Wednesday morning’s 9-10am in the coffee 
room. 

• Movie Night Thursday, September 15th at 6:30pm in the Cornerstone featuring  
BREAKTHROUGH 

• Coffee & Discussion with Fr. Bob, Sunday, September 18th following the 10am Mass 
Topic: Catholic Church History: Facts and Why Celibacy? 

• Book Club Discussion, Thursday, September 22nd 7pm 
Book: Trustful Surrender: Stories of Grace Amidst Crisis by Debbie Georgianni 

 
Watch for an opportunity to “Binge Jesus” - watching the first two seasons of  

THE CHOSEN– with discussion! 



   
 
 

FIRST LIGHTS 
(Grades K - 5) 

Coordinator: Sister Agnes Patricia  
(508-248-7862) sisteragnespatricia@yahoo.com 

  
 
 
 

First Lights classes begin on September 18, 2022 for those who are 
registered.  Registrations are on the website or can be picked up at the 

church.  Class assignments will depend on the number of those 
registering.  Contact Sr. Agnes at 508-248-7862 or  

sisteragnespatricia@yahoo.com or Pam Smith at 508-248-5090 or  
pamsmith7@charter.net with any questions. 
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W E E K E N D  M A S S  I S  C E L E B R AT E D   
Saturday at 4:30 PM  and  Sunday at 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM and 5:00 PM  

Mass can be heard from your car in the parking lot by Tuning in to 89.5FM   

OR follow Mass via a Live Stream from ourwebsite or our Facebook page.  
  

W E E K DAY  M A S S  I S  C E L E B R AT E D   
Monday—Friday at 8:30 AM    
C O N F E S S I O N S  H E A R D  

On Saturday at 3:45 PM or by calling the office for an appointment. 

Return Service Requested 
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